MATUL 502 Theology and practice of Urban Community Economics

(6credits)
Course Purpose: 
To enable students to think theologically about issues of urban poverty and to provide appropriate and sustainable responses through economic empowerment initiatives.

Course Objectives: 
At the end of this course students will be expected to:

Cognitive (Head): 

1. Develop a theological understanding of wealth and poverty

2. Critically evaluate explanations of the causes of urban poverty

3. Know how to analyse and assess levels of urban poverty before implementing MFI and MED.

4. Understand Micro finance operation and its functioning in an urban context.
5. Understand Micro Enterprise Development (MED) and its functioning in an urban context.
Affective (Heart):

6. Passion and concern for the families in the slums and to serve them through a MFI and MED project.

Practice (Hands):

7. Possess the skills to initiate an urban community based economic empowerment programme including microfinance and micro enterprise development.
8.  Possess the skills to train community groups in microfinance and microenterprise development

Course Content

Situational Analysis

Cities as centres of wealth and poverty:  A look at African cities

Definition and Causes of Urban poverty: General outlook and understanding from national and international community.

Creation, Fall and restoration with respect to Poverty and Development

Relational understanding of Creation, Work and business in the city

Micro Enterprise Development (Capacity Building)
Analysis of small businesses in an urban informal economy

Theoretical framework and practice of micro enterprise development

Business planning (Creativity)

Business Development Services in the city

Micro finance (Empowerment)

Understanding financial landscapes of people in the margins 

History of Micro Finance 

Destructive Financial systems in the city

Constructive Financial systems (Formal and non formal)

Macro Linkages (Advocacy)
Role of national governments (Institutions, policies and processes)

Role of international organisations (IMF, World Bank and WTO)
Core Texts: 

1. Bussau, David and Mask, Russell 2003 Christian Micro enterprise Development: an introduction Carlisle: Regnum Books

2. Myers, B 2000 Walking with the Poor. New York: Orbis

Further Reading

Carter, Isabel 
Credit and Loans for Small Businesses (Teddington: TEAR Fund 2001) Corbett 
Corbett Sand Fikkert B (2009) When Helping Hurts: How to Alleviate Poverty without Hurting the Poor and Yourself. Chicago: Moody Publishers
Yunus M (2003), Banker to the Poor: Micro Lending and the battle against world poverty; New York, Public Affairs
Grigg V: Conversations on Economic Discipleship; Our Response to Kingdom Economics, (Auckland, Urban Leadership Foundation 2009)
Collins D etal (2009) Portfolios of the Poor New Jersey, Princeton University Press

Johnson S and Rogaly B (1997) Micro Finance and Poverty Reduction; Oxford, Oxfam
Kanyandago, P. (Ed) 2002
Marginalized In Africa: an International Perspective. Nairobi: Pauline’s Publications

 Rutherford S (1999) The Poor and their Money New Delhi: Department for International Development
Tongoi, Dennis 2001 Mixing God with Money: Strategies for Living in an Uncertain Economy. Nairobi: Bezalel Investments Limited.

Speckman M. (2001)The Bible and Human Development in Africa; Nairobi, Acton Publishers

UNHSP (2003) The Challenge of Slums, Global Report on Human Settlements; London, Earthscan Publications Limited.

Different Micro Finance and Micro Enterprise Development websites
DVD: Small Fortunes; Micro Credit and the Future of Poverty and various
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